
RESOLUTION TO BE PRESENTED TO THE 44th  CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF WEST 
TENNESSEE 

Canon I.9; Rules of Order: III. Resolutions 3.01:   
Resolutions may be proposed only by: The Ecclesiastical Authority, canonically resident 
Clergy, Lay Delegates, the Secretary, the Treasurer, the Chancellor, any Vice-Chancellor, 
the Archivist, the Bishop and Council, the Standing Committee, the Committee on 
Constitution and Canons, Vestries, and Mission Councils. Each such resolution authored 
by a canonically resident member of the Clergy or Lay Delegate shall be endorsed by not 
less than two other canonically resident Clergy or Lay Delegates, all of whom must be from 
different Faith Communities.   

Resolutions must be received in the Diocesan Office either by email 
(diocese@episwtn.org) or delivered to 692 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38105, by 
October 1, 2025, to be included in the Convention Book and posted to the diocesan 
website. If a late resolution is presented after October 1, 2025, a copy of the proposed 
resolution must be emailed to Canon Rob Courtney (rcourtney@episwtn.org) no later than 
October 14, 2025. Late-filed resolutions will require the approval of 2/3 of the Convention 
to be considered. Rule of Order 3.02(b).  

Proposer: _________________________________________________________________________  

If individual, name of Faith Community: ______________________________________________   

If Committee/Entity, name of Representative: _________________________________________   

Title: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address: _____________________________ Cell Phone: ____________________________   

Endorser if Proposer is Canonically Resident Clergy or Lay Delegate:   

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________  

Faith Community: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email address: _____________________________ Cell Phone: ____________________________   



Endorser if Proposer is Canonically Resident Clergy or Lay Delegate:  

 Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Faith Community: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Email address: _____________________________ Cell Phone: _____________________________ 

  

  

Title of Resolution: __________________________________________________________________  

  

Statement of the purpose of the Resolution (e.g. to fund an endowment for seminarians):  

  

  

 

 Date Submitted: ______________________  
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Whereas it is common practice across dioceses of The Episcopal Church to have either the Bishop and the Standing Committee, or the Bishop, Diocesan Council, and the Standing Committee approve the conveyance or encumbrance of any real property held by the Diocese or congregations of the Diocese, and

Whereas The Episcopal Diocese of West Tennessee requires the Standing Committee to approve only the conveyance or encumbrance of any real property that has been dedicated, consecrated, or used for Divine Worship, and 

Whereas this arrangement can be procedurally confusing when it arises, and 

Whereas it would be beneficial to the collegial relationship between Bishop & Council and the Standing Committee to eliminate this confusion. 

Resolved, that the language in Canon 15, Sec. 3(a) is revised to state as follows:
“(a) If title to real property is vested in the Diocese in its corporate capacity, it may not be alienated, conveyed, transferred, encumbered, mortgaged, assigned, or leased without the prior consent of either (i) the Annual Convention or(ii) both the Council and the Standing Committee.”

Resolved, that the language in Canon 15, Sec. 3(b) is revised to state as follows: 
“(b) If title to real property is vested in any Faith Community, it may be alienated, conveyed, transferred, encumbered, mortgaged, assigned or leased by action of the Parish Vestry or Mission Council, provided that prior consent has been given by either (i) the Annual Convention or (ii) both the Council and the Standing Committee.”

Resolved, that Canon 15, Sec. 3(c) (“In addition to the foregoing, if the real property has been dedicated, or consecrated, or used for services of Divine Worship, the consent of the Bishop and of the Standing Committee shall also be required.”) be deleted in its entirety.

Resolved, that Canon 15, Sec. 3(d) be redesignated as section 3(c) and is revised to state as follows: 
“(c) In any case referred to in paragraph (a) or (b) of this Section 3, if for sufficient cause the Bishop determines that consent cannot await the next meeting of either (i) the Annual Convention or (ii) both the Council and the Standing Committee, the Bishop may, with the advice of the Chancellor, give consent to the proposed action, but shall also make report thereof to the next meeting of the Council and the Standing Committee.” 

Resolved, that Canon 15, Sec 3(e) be designated as Section 3(d). 
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