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Morning Prayer 
December 14, 2025 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Watch, for you know not when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the 
morning; lest he come suddenly and find you asleep.           Mark 13:35, 36 

Confession of Sin    

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter  BCP p. 80
   

All stand   

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 
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Venite  Psalm 95:1-7 

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come, let us adore him. 

 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 

and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 

and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come, let us adore him. 

 

Psalm 146        Lauda, anima mea     BCP p. 803 

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
whose hope is in the LORD their God; 

Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
who keeps his promise for ever; 

Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
and food to those who hunger. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; * 
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger; * 
he sustains the orphan and widow,  but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

The LORD shall reign for ever, * 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 

The First Lesson Isaiah 35: 1-10 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
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The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
  the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

11. The Third Song of Isaiah Surge, illuminare Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 

For behold, darkness covers the land; * 
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 

But over you the Lord will rise, * 
and his glory will appear upon you. 

Nations will stream to your light, * 
and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 

Your gates will always be open; * 
by day or night they will never be shut. 

They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 
ruin or destruction within your borders. 

You will call your walls, Salvation, * 
and all your portals, Praise. 

The sun will no more be your light by day; * 
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 

The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 
and your God will be your glory. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson James 5:7-10 

A Reading from the Letter of James. 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, 
being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. 
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

16. The Song of Zechariah         Luke 1:68-79 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Gospel Matthew 11:2-11 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew. 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the 
one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 
look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 
a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way before you.’ 
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“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Sermon    

The Apostles’ Creed  BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers  BCP p. 97 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer    

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B    

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 



6 
 
 

V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your name for ever. 
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays    

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us 
this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission    

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their 
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Here may be sung a hymn or anthem. 

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used 

The General Thanksgiving  BCP p. 101 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  BCP p. 102 
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Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and 
you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Then may be said 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen.          Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Holiday Supplies Drive for Thistle & Bee. This holiday season, we’re supporting our friends at Thistle & Bee, a Memphis 
nonprofit empowering women survivors of trafficking and trauma. Their team has shared an immediate need for paper towels, 
toilet paper, and laundry detergent—everyday essentials that make a big difference. Donations may be delivered to the Thistle & 
Bee store at the Chickasaw Oaks Village shopping center: 3092 Poplar Ave., Suite 14; Memphis, TN 38111. Thank you for 
supporting this incredible ministry! 

 

 

Feast of Lights Epiphany Service | Sun., Jan. 4, 2026 from 5–7 p.m. | St. Columba Episcopal Camp & Retreat Center 
(Memphis). All are invited to join us for this year’s Feast of Lights Epiphany Service, a beloved tradition now in a new setting at 
St. Columba’s Coleman Lodge. This family-friendly worship service celebrates the revealing of Christ’s light to the world and will 
include youth lectors, a carol sing, and the commissioning of our new Diocesan Youth Council members. Following the service, 
gather around the bonfire for refreshments and fellowship as we welcome the Epiphany season together. Bundle up, bring your 
friends, and come share the light! St. Columba: 4577 Billy Maher Rd.; Memphis, TN  

 

 

 

 

 

 


