Morning Prayer
September 27,2026
The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost (Proper 21)

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling.
Psalm 43:3

Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Stlence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lotd Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 80
All stand

Officiant Lord, open our lips.

Peaple And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Alleluia.



Worship the Lord in the beanty of holiness: Come let us adore him.

Venite BCP p. 82
Psalm 95: 1-7

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lotd is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Worship the Lord in the beanty of holiness: Come let us adore him.

Psalm 25 Ad te, Domine, levavi BCP p. 614

Psalm 25: 1-8

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
Show me your ways, O LORD, *
and teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
Gracious and upright is the LORD; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel.

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be
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used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the
person who sins that shall die. Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it
not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it;
for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the
Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all
your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the
death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 18. A Song to the Lamb Revelation 4: 11, 5: 9-10, 13

Splendor and honor and royal power *
are yours by right, O God Most High,
For you created everything that is, *
and by your will they were created and have their being;
And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *
for with your blood you have redeemed for God,
From every family, language, people, and nation, *
a royal priesthood to serve our God.
And so, to the One who sits upon the throne, *
and to Christ the Lamb,
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *
for ever and for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Second Lesson Philippians 2: 1-13

A Reading from the Letter to the Philippians.

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy,
make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,



and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work
out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for
his good pleasure.

The Word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle A: A Song of Wisdom Wisdom 10: 15-19, 20b-21

Wisdom freed from a nation of oppressors *
a holy people and a blameless race.
She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, *
withstood dread rulers with wonders and signs.
To the saints she gave the reward of their labors, *
and led them by a marvelous way;
She was their shelter by day *
and a blaze of stars by night.
She brought them across the Red Sea, *
she led them through mighty waters;
But their enemies she swallowed in the waves *
and spewed them out from the depths of the abyss.
And then, Lord, the righteous sang hymns to your Name, *
and praised with one voice your protecting hand;
For Wisdom opened the mouths of the mute, *
and gave speech to the tongues of a new-born people.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel Matthew 21: 23-32

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven,
or was it of human origin?”” And they argued with one another, “If we say, Trom heaven,” he will say to us, “‘Why then did you
not believe him?” But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered,
‘T will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go,
sit’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?”” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you,
the tax collectors and the prostitutes ate going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you
did not change your minds and believe him.

The Word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.

The Sermon

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96



I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was ctrucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant The Lord be with you.
Peaple And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages A

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;

R And grant us your salvation.

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R Let your people sing with joy.

V. Give peace, O Lotd, in all the world;

R For only in you can we live in safety.

. Lord, keep this nation under your care;

R And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;

R Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

R Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;

R And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

BCP p. 97



The Collect of the Day

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running
to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such
blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for Mission

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach
of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know
you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.

Here may be sung a hymn or anthem.
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

Before the close of the Office one or both of the following may be used

The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP p. 102

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our
nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his
suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Then may be said

Let us bless the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.

The Officiant may then conclude with

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to
generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3: 20,21



ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Feast of St. Columba | 6 p.m. on Sat., Oct. 24 at St. Columba (Bartlett). Get fancy with us for an outdoor fine dining experience featuring four
courses setved family style, signature beverages, and live music. Tickets on sale now: SaintColumbaMempbhis.org/ feast

Applications open for the West Tennessee Diocesan Youth Council. Deadline: November 2, 2026. The Diocesan Youth Council (DYC) is a
dedicated group of 7th-12th grade students from the Episcopal Diocese of West Tennessee entrusted with sharing their thoughts, perspectives, and
interests with adult diocesan leadership, organizing meaningful fellowship and service events for youth, and providing insights to Bishop & Council, the
governing body of the Diocese of West Tennessee. The application for the DYC is now open and will close on November 2, 2026. Go to
EDWTN.org/Youth for full information. Questions? Contact your church's youth coordinator or Emily Austin (eaustin@episwtn.org).

Sacred Ground Regional Gathering | Oct. 23-25; various Memphis locations. Episcopalians and other faith community members committed to
racial healing, reconciliation, and justice are invited to a weekend of worship, learning, and dialogue at churches in Memphis, Tennessee. Whether you
have participated in Sacred Ground, serve in racial justice ministry, or are simply seeking ways to engage more deeply in this work, you are invited to join
others from across the region as we answer the ongoing call to become Beloved Community. This free event includes Friday dinner, Saturday workshops,
and Sunday Eucharist worship at the following locations and times:

. Friday, Oct. 23, 6-8 p.m. Central time | Idlewild Presbyterian Church
[ Saturday, Oct. 24, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. CT | Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
[ Sunday, Oct. 25, 10 a.m. CT | St. Constance Episcopal Church (1508 S. White Station Rd.)

Learn more and register here: https://tinvurl.com/Sacred GroundMemphis2026



